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AGNPS Installation Procedures 
Introduction:  The purpose of this documentation is to provide information on installing and executing the 
programs that make up the AGNPS watershed modeling tool.  The software has been designed to run under 
Windows 98, Windows 2000, Windows NT and Windows XP.  It is recommended that the entire AGNPS 
components be downloaded using the “Download all modules” link on the AGNPS download page.  Then 
downloading individual modules or components are not necessary. 

Text that is to be typed or screen objects that are to be clicked on by the user will be highlighted in bold typeface. 

Overview:  AGNPS is a tool for use in evaluating the effect of management decisions impacting a watershed 
system.  The AGNPS system is a direct update of the AGNPS 98 & 2001 system of modules containing many 
enhancements.  The installation of the project files for AGNPS requires a few simple steps to ensure that the 
computer system and project files will function properly.  The steps are to: 1.) download the complete AGNPS 
project files;  2.) Extract the download files;  3.) Install the Input Editor; 4.) Extract the watershed example files; 5.) 
Extract the template containing the recommended folder structure used by the AGNPS Arcview Interface; 6.) 
Review the document outlining the procedures for utilizing the AGNPS Arcview Interface; and, 7.) Review the 
documents describing the input specifications and model application.  

 

Step 1:  Download the complete AGNPS project files. 

To download AGNPS go to the web site: http://www.ars.usda.gov/Research/docs.htm?docid=5199 

Select “Download AGNPS” (Figure 1). 

In the “Download Now” page select “AGNPS Download All Modules” (Figure 2).  The file 
‘AGNPS_Complete.exe’ should be saved onto the user’s computer within some user created folder like 
C:\Download\AGNPS. 

 

 

 
Figure 1:  Opening browser. 
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Figure 2:  Download Now web page. 

 

Step 2: Extract the download files. 

Double-click on the file ‘AGNPS_Complete.exe’ where the box will appear: 

 
Figure 3:  AGNPS_Complete.exe opening box. 

 

All of the extracted files are saved within the self-extracting zip file with the appropriate folder names.  Figure 3 is a 
information box for the user.  After reading this box select “OK”.  By selecting the root drive of C:\ or D:\ or E:\ and 
so on in the ‘Unzip to folder:’ field in the next Winzip box (Figure 4) all of the AGNPS will be copied correctly onto 
your computer after selecting the “Unzip” button in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4:  AGNPS_Complete.exe Unzip box. 

After extracting the files into the C:\ path, the files should be in the following folder structure, such as 
C:\AGNPS\DataPrep: 

C:. 
|  
AGNPS 
|---Acrobat 
|---AGNPS_References 
|---DataPrep 
|   |---Convert 
|   |   |---DataSets 
|   |   |   |---Input 
|   |   |   |---Output 
|   |   |---Document 
|   |   |---Execute 
|   |----Document 
|   |---Editor 
|   |   |---DataSets 
|   |   |---Document 
|   |   |---Execute 
|   |       |---Setup 
|   |---Flownet 
|   |   |---AgFlow 
|   |   |   |---Datasets 
|   |   |   |   |---Input 
|   |   |   |   |---Output 
|   |   |   |---Document 
|   |   |   |---Execute 
|   |   |---TopAGNPS 
|   |   |   |---DataSets 
|   |   |   |   |---Input 
|   |   |   |   |---Output 
|   |   |   |---Document 
|   |   |   |---Execute 
|   |   |---VBFlonet 
|   |       |---DataSets 
|   |       |---Document 
|   |       |---Execute 
|   |           |---Setup 
|   |---Weather 
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|       |---Climate 
|       |   |---Datasets 
|       |   |---Document 
|       |   |---Execute 
|       |---GEM 
|       |   |---Datasets 
|       |   |---Document 
|       |   |---Execute 
|       |---GEM6 
|       |   |---Datasets 
|       |   |---Document 
|       |   |---Execute 
|       |---Solar_to_Sky_Cover 
|           |---Datasets 
|           |---Document 
|           |---Execute 
|---Example_AGNPS_Watershed_Studies 
|---Fact_Sheets 
|---OutPross 
|   |---DataSets 
|   |---Document 
|   |---Execute 
|---PLModel 
|   |---DataSets 
|   |---Document 
|   |   |---Tech 
|   |   |---User 
|   |---Execute 
|---Ref_Data 
|---Utility 
|   |---AGNPS_Arcview_Interface 
|   |---AnnAGNPS_Soil_Database_Development 
|   |   |---NASIS_to_AnnAGNPS_Soil_Data_Converter 
|   |---General 
|   |---Helpful_files_for_Arcview-Annagnps 
|   |   |---DEM_CONVERSION_TO_TOPAGNPS 
|   |   |   |---Datasets 
|   |   |   |   |---Input 
|   |   |   |   |---Output 
|   |   |   |---Document 
|   |   |   |---Execute 
|   |   |   |---Source 
|   |   |---Scripts_and_Extensions 
|   |---TR55 
|---Winzip 

 

 

Step 3:  Install the Input Editor. 

The installation process for the Input Editor will copy library files to the computers windows operating system and 
may require administrative privileges.  The following is a description of the installation of the Input Editor.  

The Input Editor, written in Visual Basic, requires a few installation steps. 

Using Windows Explorer, locate the "Input_Editor_Install.exe" file in the “Setup” subdirectory: 
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  "C:\AGNPS\DataPrep\Editor\Execute\Setup" 

Double-click " Input_Editor_Install.exe" to begin the Visual Basic Installation of the Input Editor— Figure 5 will 
appear. 

 
Figure 5:  Input Editor installation. 
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Clicking “Unzip” will extract the installation setup files to the folder "C:\AGNPS\DataPrep\Editor\Execute\Setup" 
and the batch file “Inpedit_install.bat” will begin to execute.  The window below will appear informing the user that 
the files have been extracted and click “OK”. 

 

The opening DOS window of the batch file will appear as below with information on what will occur next.   

 

The user can continue by selecting any key, where the box below will appear.   
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Click “OK” to continue.  The setup box will appear.   

 

Users should change the directory from “C:\Program Files\InpEdit\” shown below to 
“C:\AGNPS\DataPrep\Editor|Execute\”.   

 

 

Click the button to install the Input Editor.  A box will appear to allow the Windows Program Group to be defined.  
A default of “AnnAGNPS Input Editor Version 3.51” is defined. 
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Select “Continue” and the box below will appear indicating the successful completion of the AnnAGNPS Input 
Editor installation procedure. 

 

Clicking “OK” completes the installation of the AnnAGNPS Input Editor. 

 

Step 4: Extract the watershed example files. 

Locate the self-extracting zip file “C:\AGNPS\Example_AGNPS_Watershed_Studies\OR_Mission_Creek.exe” and 
double-click on “OR_Mission_Creek.exe”.  The box will appear below. 
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Clicking “OK” will open up WinZip to the box below. 

 

 
 

Click “Unzip” to extract the example files where the box will appear below. 

 

 
 

Click “OK” to complete the extraction of the example files to the folder 
“C:\AGNPS_Watershed_Studies\OR_Mission_Creek”.  This example will be referred to in the documentation for 
the AnnAGNPS Arcview Interface. 

 

Step 5: Extract the template containing the recommended folder structure used by the AGNPS Arcview 
Interface. 

 

Locate the self-extracting zip file “C:\AGNPS\Utility\AGNPS_Arcview_Interface\AGNPS_Arcview_Interface.exe” 
and double-click on “AGNPS_Arcview_Interface.exe”.  The box will appear below. 
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Click “Unzip” to extract the AnnAGNPS Arcview Interface project structure files where the box will appear below. 

 

 
 

Click “OK” to complete the extraction of the AnnAGNPS Arcview Interface project structure files to the folder 
“C:\AGNPS_Watershed_Studies\AGNPS_Arcview_Interface”.  This file and folder structure is recommended when 
using the interface.  The folder name can be renamed to fit whatever name the user wants to provide.    For the 
Mission Creek, Oregon example this was renamed to be “C:\AGNPS_Watershed_Studies\OR_Mission_Creek”.  
The actual AnnAGNPS Arcview Interface program file is located as 
“C:\AGNPS_Watershed_Studies\AGNPS_Arcview_Interface\4_ArcView_Datasets\AGNPS.apr”. This folder 
structure provides a framework for the user to develop databases and organize output information that can be used 
by AnnAGNPS.  The AnnAGNPS Arcview Interface expects to be located in this folder structure in order for it to 
work properly. 

 

Step 6: Review the document outlining the procedures for utilizing the AGNPS Arcview Interface. 

The document that provides information on the utilization of the AnnAGNPS Arcview Interface is located as 
“C:\AGNPS\Utility\AGNPS_Arcview_Interface\Agnps_Arcview_Interface_Procedures.pdf”.  This document refers 
to the Mission Creek, Oregon example as a description of what is needed to utilize the interface. 

 

Step 7: Review the documents describing the input specifications and model application. 

The documentation for various components of AGNPS are typically located in the folder labeled “Documents” 
within the folder structure for that component.  Many of the documents are contained in the folders 
“C:\AGNPS\DataPrep\Document”, “C:\AGNPS\PLModel\Document”, and 
“C:\AGNPS\Utility\AGNPS_Arcview_Interface”.  There additional documents for the weather generator, AGNPS 
to AnnAGNPS conversion program, and others within the folder structure of those programs. 


